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Field of the Invention The present invention relates to a semiconductor memory
device and, more particularly, to an improvement in the structure of a word line

driver for driving a word line. 2. Description of the Related Art A SRAM (Static RAM)
memory device, as one of semiconductor memory devices, has a memory cell array

consisting of a matrix of memory cells arranged in a direction in which bit lines
extend and a direction in which word lines extend. A word line decoder is provided

on one side of the memory cell array. In such a SRAM memory device, the word line
driver is generally driven by an external power source. In order to increase the

number of memory cells and to improve the integration degree, there is a tendency
for a device to be miniaturized. However, as the device is miniaturized, a level
difference between an n-type diffusion layer formed under a transistor and a

substrate rises, which causes the withstand voltage of a device to lower, making it
difficult to prevent the latch-up phenomenon. In order to deal with the latch-up

phenomenon, it is necessary to apply a voltage to a word line of the memory cell
array which is greater than a threshold voltage. However, if a word line driver for
driving a word line is provided externally, a drive voltage applied to the word line
driver inevitably becomes high. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. Sho
63-32813 discloses a technology for preventing the generation of the latch-up

phenomenon by applying a voltage to a word line of a memory cell array which is
lower than a threshold voltage. The Publication discloses a technology for applying

a voltage by utilizing a resistor element. In order to apply a voltage to a word line of
the memory cell array which is lower than a threshold voltage, however, a current

I1 flow, to the word line of the memory cell array when the level of an output from a
decoder for the memory cell array fluctuates from an "H" level to an "L" level. As a

result, a voltage is applied 6d1f23a050
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